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CHINA DEVELOPMENT BRIEF

PROVISIONAL MEASURES ON BANNING ILLEGAL NGOS

Ministry of Civil Affairs Decree No. 21, April 10, 2000
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Article 1: In order to maintain social stability and national security,
these measures are formulated according to "Regulations for the
Registration and Management of Social Associations" and "Regulations
for the Registration and Management of Civil Non-enterprise Units".

Article 2: Non-governmental organizations are considered illegal if they
fall into one of the following categories:

(A) those that carry out preparatory activities to establish Social
Associations without authorization;

(B) those that do not register and, without authorization, carry out
activities in the name of Social Associations or Civil Non-enterprise
Units;

(C) those that have had their registration revoked but continue to carry
out activities in the name of Social Associations or Civil Non-enterprise
Units.

Article 3: Authorities responsible for the registration and management
of Social Associations and Civil Non-enterprise Units (hereinafter
referred to as registration and management authorities) are responsible
for investigating illegal non-governmental organizations, collecting
relevant evidence, deciding to ban an organization according to law, and
confiscating the illegal assets.

Article 4: The banning of illegal non-governmental organizations should
be carried out by the registration and management authorities in the
locality where the illegal acts took place.

If more than two illegal non-governmental organizations are being
banned by registration and management authorities at the same level,
then responsibility for banning these organizations lies with their
common higher-level registration and management authority, or should
be assigned to the relevant registration and management authorities.

For illegal activities of non-governmental organizations that span
provinces (autonomous regions and municipalities), the responsibility
for banning them rests with the Ministry of Civil Affairs, or should be
assigned to the relevant registration and management authorities.

Article 5: Once an illegal non-governmental organization has been
discovered, the registration and management authorities should
promptly investigate and shall promptly notify any other relevant
departments.

Article 6: When the registration and management authorities are
investigating illegal non-governmental organizations, there should be no
less than two law enforcement officers present who shall produce the
necessary documents for proof of authority.
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Article 7: When registration and management authorities are
investigating the illegal non-governmental organizations, the relevant
organizational units and individuals shall factually report the situation,
provide relevant information and shall not refuse, conceal, or issue false
statements.

Article 8: When the registration and management authorities are
investigating the illegal non-governmental organizations according to
law, they may take records, photocopy, take audio and video recordings,
photos of any information and data relevant to the case to be used for
evidence.

In cases where evidence may be lost or difficult to obtain later, the
individual in charge of the registration and management authority can
register in advance to have it secured, and shall promptly make a
decision within seven days, during which the parties or the personnel
shall not destroy or transfer the evidence.

Article 9: After the illegal non-governmental organization has been
investigated, the registration and management authorities shall decide
on the ban, declare the organization illegal, and make the declaration
public.

Article 10: After the illegal non-governmental organization is banned,
the registration and management authorities must follow state
regulations for public auction of the confiscated property or deal with it
in accordance with relevant state regulations.

Registration authority must turn over all payments earned from the
confiscation of illegal income or auction of illegal assets to the national
treasury.

Article 11: Regarding the banned illegal non-governmental organization,
the registration authority shall collect its seal, logo, information,
financial documents, etc., and have them inventoried.

The need to destroy the seal, information, etc., shall be approved by a
responsible individual at the registration and management office, and
the destruction shall be supervised by two or more law enforcement
officers who shall fill out the list of destroyed items.

Article 12: After the registration and management authority has banned
the illegal non-governmental organizations, it shall promptly have the
records filed in accordance with the relevant records management
regulations.

Article 13: If the banned illegal non-governmental organization
continues its activities, the registration authority should promptly
inform the relevant departments to jointly investigate.

Article 14: These measures can be implemented from the date of
issuance.
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