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China Development Brief's Bibliography of English-language Sources on Civil 
Society 

 
Editor's Note: This bibliography is a response to the many students and scholars who contact us for 
suggestions about written sources on civil society in China.  It attempts to list many of the writings 
on civil society, with an emphasis on China.  The hardest part of creating this bibliography was 
deciding how to categorize these writings, and whether or not some writings should be included 
even though they were not directly about civil society.  The categories we use here are by no means 
perfect and overlap.  We hope though that they offer a useful way to access what has been written 
on the subject.  Thanks to Emily Chesborough who created the template for this bibliography and 
input many of the entries you see here.  This bibliography is of course a work in progress.  If you 
see any errors, or would like to submit additions to this bibliography, please email us 
at inquiries@chinadevelopmentbrief.cn.  

 
(updated July 22, 2013) 
  
Publications marked with * can be found in the China Development Brief library. 
  
 
Civil Society and Rural Development 
  
Bernstein, T. P. (1996) "Incorporating Group Interests Into the Policy Process: The Case of Farmers 
During the Reform Era", Paper Presented to the Conference on "The Non-Economic Impact of 
China's Economic Reforms", Harvard University. 
  
Kelliher, D. (1992) Peasant Power in China: The Era of Rural Reform, 1979-1989. New Haven: 
Yale University Press. 
  
Wang, Xu (1997) "Mutual Empowerment of State and Peasantry: Grassroots Democracy in Rural 
China" World Development 25(9): 1431-1442. 
  
 
Civil Society and Business 
  
Kennedy, S. (2005) The business of lobbying in China. Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard University 
Press. 
  
*Yamamoto,T.; Ashizawa, K. (1999) Corporate - NGO Partnership in Asia Pacific, Tokyo: Japan 
Center for International Exchange. 
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Environment and Civil Society 
  
Alford, W.; Shen, Y. (1997) "Limits of the Law in Addressing China's Environmental 
Dilemma," Stanford Environmental Law Journal, 16: pp. 125ff. 
  
Brettell, A. (1997) "Environmental Nongovernmental Organizations in the People's Republic of 
China: Civil Society or a Co-opted Environmental Movement?" paper presented at the Pacific 
Affairs Study Society Conference, April, Washington DC. 
  
Cooper, C. (2006) "This Is Our Way In: The Civil Society of Environmental NGOs in Southwest 
China," Government and Opposition 41 (1): 109-36. 
  
Dasgupta, S. ; Wheeler, D. (1996) Citizen Complaints as Environmental Indicators: Evidence from 
China. Report to PRDEI, World Bank. 
  
*Guizhou Environmental Protection Bureau International Crane Foundation (2000): Community-
Based Conservation and Development - Strategies and Practice at Caohai, Guiyang: Guizhou 
Nationalties Publishing House. 
  
Ho, Peter (2001) "Greening without Conflict? Environmentalism, NGOs and Civil Society in 
China," Development and Change 32, pp. 893-921. 
  
Ho, P.; Vermeer, E. (2006) China's Limits to Growth: Prospects for Greening State and Society, 
London: Blackwell. 
  
Knup, E. (1997) "Environmental NGOs in China: An Overview," China Environment Series, 1: pp. 
9-15. 
  
Lee, N. (2006) "The Development of Environmental NGOs in China," China Brief, 6-23; pp. 7-10. 
  
Liang C. (2001) "The Building Up of Environmental NGOs in China: The Road of Friends of 
Nature" in Zhao, L.; Irving C.I. (eds) The Non-profit Sector and Development, Hong Kong: Hong 
Kong Press for Social Science. 
  
Litzinger, R. (2007) "In Search of the Grassroots: Hydroelectric Politics in Northwest 
Yunnan," Grassroots political reform in contemporary China, Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard 
University Press, pp. 282-300. 
  
Lo, C.W.H; Fryxell, G.E. (2003) "Governmental and Societal Support for Environmental 
Enforcement in China: An Empirical Study in Guangzhou," Journal of Development Studies, 41-4, 
pp. 558-88 
  
Lo, C.W.H.; Sai, W.L. (2000) "Environmental Agency and Public Opinion in Guangzhou: The 
Limits of a Popular Approach to Environmental Governance," The China Quarterly, 163: 677—
704. 
  
Lu, H. (2003) "Bamboo Sprouts after the Rain: The History of University Student Environmental 
Associations in China," China Environment Series, 6: 55-67. 
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Lu, Y. (2005) Environmental Civil Society and Governance in China, London: Chatham House 
  
Mertha, A. (2008) China's water warriors: citizen action and policy change. Ithaca: Cornell 
University Press. 
  
Martens, S. (2006) "Public Participation with Chinese Characteristics: Citizen Consumers in 
China's Environmental Management," Environmental Politics, 15-21: 211-30. 
  
Schwartz, J. (2004) "Environmental NGOs in China: Roles and Limits," Pacific Affairs 77 (1): 28-
48. 
  
Stern, Rachel (2013) Environmental Litigation in China (Cambridge University Press). 
  
Turner, J. L.; Zhi, L. (2006) "Building a Green Civil Society in China," in Starke, L. (ed.) State of 
the World 2006, a Worldwatch Institute Report on Progress toward a Sustainable Society, New 
York: W.W. Norton. 
  
Turner, J.L.; Wu, F. (2001) "Development of Environmental NGOs in Mainland China, Taiwan, 
and Hong Kong," Green NGO and Environmental Journalist Forum, Woodrow Wilson 
International Center for Scholars, Washington, DC. 
  
Wu, F. (2002) "New Partners or Old Brothers? GONGOs in Transnational Environmental 
Advocacy in China," China Environment Series, 5: 47-53. 
  
Young, N (2001) "Green Groups Explore the Boundaries of Advocacy," China Development Brief, 
6 (1): 3-4 
  
 
Ethnicity and Civil Society 
  
 
Family and Civil Society 
  
 
History and Civil Society 
  
Bergére, M. (1997) Civil Society and Urban Change in Republican China, The China 
Quarterly, 150 (June), 309-328. 
  
Bol, Peter K. (1993) "Government, Society, and State: On the Political Visions of Ssu-ma Kuang 
and Wang An-shih." In Hymes, R.; Schirokauer,C. (eds). Ordering the World: Approaches to State 
and Society in Sung Dynasty China, 128-192. Berkeley: University of California Press. 
  
Bulag, U.E. (2000) "From Inequality to Difference: Colonial Contradictions of Class and Ethnicity 
in ‘Socialist' China," Cultural Studies, 14-34: 531-61. 
  



	   4	  

Huang, P. (1993) "Public Sphere"/"Civil Society" in China?: The Third Realm between State and 
Society, Modern China, 19(2), pp. 216-240. 
  
Mazur, M. (1999) Public Space for Memory in Contemporary Civil Society: Freedom to Learn 
from the Mirror of the Past?, The China Quarterly, 160: 1019-1035 . 
  
Rowe, W.T. (1993) "The Problem of ‘Civil Society' in Late Imperial China," Modern China, 19-2: 
143-48. 
  
Shils, Edward (1996) "Reflections on Civil Society and Civility in the Chinese Intellectual 
Tradition." in Tu, W. (ed) Confucian Traditions in East Asian Modernity, 38071. Cambridge: 
Harvard University Press. 
  
Wakeman, F., Jr. (1993) "The Civil Society and Public Sphere Debate: Western Reflections on 
Chinese Political Culture," Modern China, 19-2: 108-38. 
 
 
Intellectuals and Civil Society 
  
Barmé, G.R.; Davis, G (2004) "Have We Been Noticed Yet? Intellectual Contestation and the 
Chinese Web" in Gu, E.; Goldman, M. (eds) Chinese Intellectuals Between State and Market, 
London: Routledge-Curzon 
  
Gu; Edward (1998) "Non-Establishment' Intellectuals, Public Space, and the Creation of Non-
governmental Organizations in China: The Chen Ziming-Wang Juntao Saga." China Journal (39): 
39-58. 
  
 
Law and Civil Society 
  
Alford, W. and Shen, Y. (1997) "Limits of the Law in Addressing China's Environmental 
Dilemma," Stanford Environmental Law Journal, 16: 125-48 
  
Gallagher, M. (2007) "‘Hope for Protection and Hopeless Choices': Labor Legal Aid in the PRC" in 
E. Perry and M. Goldman (eds) Grassroots political reform in contemporary China. (pp. 196-228). 
Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard University Press. 
  
Moore, Allison and Warren, Adria (2006) "Legal Advocacy in Environmental Public Participation 
in China: Raising the Stakes and Strengthening Stakeholders," China Environment Series 8: 3-23. 
  
Simon, Karla (2013) Civil Society in China: The Legal Framework from Ancient Times to the "New 
Reform Era" (Oxford University Press). 
  
Stern, Rachel (2013) Environmental Litigation in China (Cambridge University Press). 
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Media, the Internet and Civil Society 
  
Barmé, G.R. and Davis, G (2004) "Have We Been Noticed Yet? Intellectual Contestation and the 
Chinese Web" in E. Gu and M. Goldman (eds) Chinese Intellectuals Between State and Market, 
London: Routledge-Curzon 
  
Calhoun, C (2004) "Information Technology and the International Public Sphere" in D. Schuler and 
P. Day (eds) Shaping the Network Society: the New Role of Civil Society in Cyberspace, 
Cambridge, MA: MIT Press 
  
Hu Kanping with Yu Xiaogang (2005) "Bridge over Troubled Waters: The Role of the News Media 
in Promoting Public Participation in River Basin Management and Environmental Protection in 
China," in Jennifer L. Turner and Kenji Otsuka (eds) Promoting Sustainable River Basin 
Governance: Crafting Japan-US Water Partnerships in China, Chiba, Japan: Institute of 
Developing Economies. 
  
Yang, G. (2003) The Co-evolution of the Internet and Civil Society in China. Asian Survey, 43(3), 
405-422. 
  
Yang, G. (2009) The Power of the Internet in China: Citizen Activism Online, New York: Columbia 
University Press. 
  
 
Religion and Civil Society 
  
Chen Feng (1995) Economic Transition and Political Legitimacy in Post-Mao China: Ideology and 
Reform, Albany, State University of New York Press. 
  
Dean, Kenneth (1997) "Ritual and Space: Civil Society or Popular Religion?" In Timothy Brook 
and B. Michael Frolic, eds., Civil Society in China, 172-192. Armonk, NY: M.E. Sharpe. 
  
Huang Chien-yu, Julia and Weller, Robert P. (1998) "Merit and Mothering: Women and Social 
Welfare in Taiwanese Buddhism," Journal of Asian Studies 57 (2): 379-96. 
  
Tang Wenfang (2001) "Religion and Society in China and Taiwan," in Hua Shiping (ed.) Chinese 
Political Culture, 1989-2000, Armonk, NY: M.E. Sharpe. 
  
 
Social Welfare and Civil Society 
  
 
General 
  
Chen, H. H. (2003) "Paradigm Shifts in Social Welfare Policy Making in China: Struggling 
between Economic Efficiency and Social Equity," in C.J. Finer (ed.) Social Policy Reform in China, 
Burlington, VT: Ashgate Publishing. 
  
Croll, E. L. (1999) "Social Welfare Reform: Trends and Tensions," China Quarterly 159: 684-99. 
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Davis, D. (1989) "Chinese Social Welfare: Policy and Outcomes," China Quarterly 119 
(September): 577-97. 
  
Li, Jiansheng. 1999. Changing Kinship Relations and Their Effects on Contemporary Urban 
Chinese Society. Ph. D. Dissertation, Boston University. 
  
*Schwartz, J., & Shieh, S. (2008). State and society responses to social welfare needs in China. 
New York, NY: Routledge. 
  
Yang, T. (2003) Social Policy in China, Beijing: The Social Policy Research Centre, Chinese 
Academy of Social Sciences. 
  
 
Alleviation of Poverty 
  
 
Child Welfare 
  
Johnson, K. (1996) "The Politics of the Revival of Infant Abandonment in China, with Special 
Reference to Hunan," Population and Development Review 22 (1): 77-98 
  
Palmer, M. (1989) "Civil Adoption in Contemporary Chinese Law. A Contract to Care," Modern 
Asian Studies 23 (2): 373-410. 
  
Qiao, D.P. and Chan, Y. C. (2005) "Child Abuse in China: A Yet-to-Be Acknowledged ‘Social 
Problem' in the Chinese Mainland," Child and Family Social Work 10: 21-7. 
  
 
Disabilities 
  
*Callaway, A. (2000) Deaf Children in China, Washington: Gallaudet University Press. 
  
 
Disaster Relief 
  
 
Education 
  
*Postiglione, G. (2006) ed Education and Social Change in China - Inequality in a Market 
Economy, New York: ME Sharpe. 
  
 
Migrant Labor/ Labor 
  
Froissart, C. (2005) "The Rise of Social Movements among Migrant Workers," China 
Perspectives 61: 30-40. 
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Public Health 
  
Oxfam. "Migrant Workers: Working against SARS in Urban and Rural China." Online, available at: 
www.oxfam.org/hk/english (accessed 11 October 2004). 
  
Farmer, P., Leandre, F., Mukherjee, J.S. et al. (2001) "Community-Based Approaches to HIV 
Treatment in Resource-Poor Settings," Lancet 358: 404-9. 
  
Kaufman, J., Kleinman, A., and Saich, A. (2006) AIDs and Social Policy in China, Cambridge, 
MA: Harvard University Asia Center Publications. 
  
Wu, F. S. (2005) "International Non-governmental Actors in HIV/AIDS Prevention in China," Cell 
Research 15 (11-12): 919-22. 
  
 
Social Enterprise 
  
"The general report on social enterprise in China" (2008), publication of the British Council, 
accessed from a Google search on May 6, 2011. 
  
 
Women and Gender 
  
*Center for Women`s Law Studies and Legal Services of Peking Universtiy (2001) Theory and 
Practice of Protection of Women`s Rights and Interests in Contemporary China: Investigation and 
Study on the Enforcement of UN Convention on the Elimination of all Forms of Discrimination 
against Women in China, Beijing: Workers Press. 
  
Chan, J. (2005) "The Chinese Working Women Network," in N. Ascoly and C. Finney (eds.) Made 
by Women: Gender, the Global Garment Industry and the Movement for Women Workers' 
Rights. Online, available at: www.cleanclothes.org/ftp/made_by_women.pdf (accessed 24 August 
2007). 
  
Gates, Hill (1991) "'Narrow Hearts' and Petty Capitalism: Small Business Women in Chengdu, 
China." In Alice Littlefield and Hill gates, eds., Marxist Approaches in Economic Anthropology, 
13-36. Lanham, Md.: University Press of America. 
  
Huang, Chien-yu Julia, and Robert P. Weller (1998) "Merit and Mothering: Women and Social 
Welfare in Taiwanese Buddhism." Journal of Asian Studies 57(2): 379-396. 
  
Jing, Jun (1994) "Female Autonomy and Female Shamans in Northwest China." Paper Presented at 
the Annual Meeting of the American Anthropological Association. Atlanta. 
  
Ko, Dorothy (1994) Teachers of the Inner Chambers: Women and Culture in Seventeenth-Century 
China. Stanford: Stanford University Press. 
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Pan, P. (2002) "Work Till They Drop: Few Protections for China's New Laborers," Washington 
Post (13 May). 
  
Waylen, G. (1994) "Women and Democratization: Conceptualizing Gender Relations in 
Transitional Politics." World Politics 46: 327-354. 
  
  
Civil Society -- NGO Management 
  
*Asia Pacific Philanthropy Consortium (2002) Giving and Fund Raising in Asia, Manila: 
Asia    Development Bank 
*Holloway, R. (2001) Towards Financial Self-Reliance - A Handbook on Resource Mobilization for 
Civil Society Organizations in the South, Sterling: Earthscan Publications Ltd. 
  
 
Civil Society - Advocacy  
  
Ho, P., & Edmonds, R. (2008) China's Embedded Activism. New York, NY: Routledge. 
  
Mertha, A. (2008) China's water warriors: citizen action and policy change. Ithaca: Cornell 
University Press. 
  
Perry, Elizabeth J.  (2002) Challenging the Mandate of Heaven: Social Protest and State Power in 
China, Armonk, NY: M.E. Sharpe. 
  
Perry, Elizabeth J. and Selden, M. (eds) (2000) Chinese Society: Change, Conflict, and 
Resistance, London: Routledge. 
  
The Diversification of Public Advocacy in China: A Special report from China Development 
Brief (2013), China Development Brief. 
  
Wexler, R., Ying, Y., and Young, N. (2006) "NGO advocacy in China: A Special report from China 
Development Brief," China Development Brief. Online, available at 
www.chinadevelopmentbrief.org (accessed 23 November 2007). 
  
 
Civil Society – Economic and Social Development 
  
 
Civil Society - Community Building 
  
*Jingzhong (et.al.) eds (2003) Children`s Participation in Community Development, Beijing: 
Central Compilation & Translation Press. 
  
 
Civil Society – Comparative and International 
  
Alagappa, M. (ed.) Civil Society and Political Change in Asia, Stanford: Stanford University Press 
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Cellarius, B. and Staddon, C. (2002). "Environmental Nongovernmental Organizations, Civil 
Socety and Democratization in Bulgaria," East European Politics and Societies, 16 (1): 183. 
  
*Dhundale, L.; Andersen, E. (2004) eds Revisiting the Role of Civil Society in the Promotion of 
Human Rights, Denmark: The Danish Institute for Human Rights. 
  
Fine, G., & Harrington, B. (2004). Tiny Publics: Small Groups and Civil Society. Sociological 
Theory, 22(3), pp. 341-356. 
  
*Guerrero, D.; Manji, F. (2008) China`s New Role in Africa and the South - A search for a new 
perspective, Fahamu: Cape Town. 
  
Gold, Thomas B. 1996. "Civil Society in Taiwan: The Confucian Dimension." In Wei-ming Tu, 
ed., Confucian Traditions in East Asian Modernity, 244-258. Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard 
University Press. 
  
Hefner, Robert. 1988. "A Muslim Civil Society? Indonesian Reflections on the Conditions of Its 
Possibility." In Robert W. Hefner, eds., Democratic Civility: The History and Cross-cultural 
Possibility of a Modern Ideal. New Brunswick, N.J.: Transaction. 
  
Jones, D. (1998). Democratization, Civil Society, and Illiberal Middle Class Culture in Pacific 
Asia. Comparative Politics, 30(2), pp. 147-169. 
  
*Jung, K. (1994) Evolving Patterns of Asia-Pacific Philantropy, Seoul: Seoul Press. 
  
Keane, J (ed) Civil Society and the State: New European Perspectives (London, Verso 1988) 
  
Khotari, S. (1996) "Rising from the Margins: The Awakening of Civil Society in the Third 
World," Development, 3:  11-19. 
  
Lipschutz, R. (1992) "Reconstructing World Politics: The Emergence of Global Civil 
Society," Millenium: Journal of International Studies, 21-3: 389-420. 
  
*Manji, F.; Makrs, S. (2007) eds African perspectives on China in Africa, Fahamu: Cape Town. 
  
Putnam, Robert D. 1993. Making Democracy Work: Civic Traditions in Modern Italy. Princeton: 
Princeton University Press. 
  
Rodan, G. (2001) "The Prospects for Civil Society and Political Space" in Amitav Acharya, B.M. 
Frolic, and R. Stubbs (eds) Democracy, Human Rights and Civil Society in South East Asia, 
Toronto, Centre for Asia Pacific Studies. 
  
*Shigetomi, S. (2002) ed  The State and NGOs: Perspective from Asia, Singapore: Institute of 
Southeast Asian Studies. 
  
Simon, Karla (2013) Civil Society in China: The Legal Framework from Ancient Times to the "New 
Reform Era" (Oxford University Press). 
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